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ST. CLAIR COUNTY - Cahokia/Saucet
Strcam Follution
Complaint Investigation

TO: Division of Water Pollution Control - Field Operatlions Section,
FROM: Lawrence W. Eastep, Supervisor - Region v’

DATE: FMay 15, 1975

INTERVIEWED: Mr. Ernest Russel, liealth Officer, City of Cahokla
Mr. Joseph Goldenberg, Engineer, Cerro Copper
Mr. Mike Foresman, Monsanto (by phone)
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On May 14, 1975, Mr. Ernest Russel, Hlealth Offlcer for the City of Cahokia
contacted this office concérning what he felt was a discharge from the Cerro
Copper Co. to Pead Creek -~ which flows through Cahokla. Bussel_hg§m§¢en_notlfled

of this sltuation by .Mr. Walter Allan of Theresa's Flower Shop.

On May 15, 1975, this writer, accompanisd by Mr. Russel fcontacted the com-

and later observed Dead Creek in several locatlions startlng at Queenya

plalnant
Tn

Avenue (ln Sauget) and going downstream to several road-crossings in Cahokia.
talking with Mr. Allan at his flower shop, It was learned that there is an old
.abandoned quarry pit (H. H. Hall Construction €o.) behind Allan's house that
currently only acts as a backwater area to the Creek. Allan stated that he has a
shallow well adjacent to the quarry pit, which he uses to water his flowers.
During the week of lay § -~ 12, heavy rains occurred and durfng this period the
water in the quarry pit became a reddish-brown or orange color. Allan then
reported that he Used well water to water his orchids, and the water ruined them.
One orchid was observed to have numerous brown lesnons over the surface of all

the petals. This had never happened before.. -

Dead Creek was firstobserved at ﬂueenyHRd. There was no _flow_ at this point

but there was water pooled in various spots. The water was clear but with a
- The bottom was a reddlsh orange color, and the banks were .

yellow-orange co]or
discolored the' same way. There had recently been either a cons:derab)e flow In (\Q~ -
A o,(;bt‘:‘ t

" the Creek, or the Creek had backed up to the point wHere it was aliost _two ft.
deep, as evidenced by a high water mark on the{culver cé>on Queeny Rd. In

talking with Mr. qugggbarg, and later Mr. Foresman (by phone) it was reported &) _
that the culvert ihich passes under Queeny Rd. was_sealed off several years ago, ©Y /
LOVEM

(to prevent drainage)from behind Cerro Copper ‘and Monsanto from reaching Dead
Creek. One sample was collected fromaa pool at the Queeny Rd. location, with

results as listed Lbelow:

Egg Igi SuSP. SOLIDS pH AHH&NIA CHLORIDES
< 26 mg/l 830 mg/1l 25 mg/l 7.5 2.0 mg/1 lﬁqnmg/}
zj‘jc_v"JIDE COPPER CHROM UM (Total) 1RON MERCURY
'50.00 m/1 0.30 mg/1 0.0 rg/1 © 3.2mg/l 0.1 ppb
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Cezd Creek was also observed at several downstream locatfons., Alput § mile
down was Mr. Allan's (Theresa's) Flower Shop. Eehlnd Allzn's, =nd adjacent to the
creek was an abandoned quarry pit. The pit was ful)l of a dark reddish-brown water
and zppeared to b now a Lackwater area to_ the Creck. About four other points
vcere observed 1n the next £ mile downstream. - The first three polnts showed the
’same”gedd:shAbottom.djscolorailon that.was noted at Queeny Rd. but at a lesser
| magnitude. 1In these three spots there was standing water, but no dlscernible
i flow. In the fourth downstream locatlon, there was no water, and no bottom dls-
| coloration. All of the above-mentloned stream observatlons were made whlle In

' the presence of Mr. Russel.

After leaving Mr. Russel, Mr. Goldenberg of Cerro Copper was contacted. MWr,
Goldenberg showed the wrlter a large 250" x 50' channel which. used to be the hecad-
vaters of Dead Creek until the Queeny Rd._culvert. was allegedly blocked.up. The
channel was ™ 5506%’20 ft. deep with about 6!' of water In It. The water was reddlish-
brown color and appeared to be flowing a very low rate tovards a dlverslon structure
at_the north end of the channel. " The dlversion structure or box, dralns the channel,

//takes ‘the discharge from Cerro's maln Vift staETbn, recelves some of the domestic L//

flow from the Clty of Sauget, and discharges them all under the Alton and Southern
R: R. tracks to a gravity sewer on Monsanto's property, which In turn goes to the

‘Sauget STP.

It appeared to thils writer that the water In Dead Creek was the same as the
water In the channel behind the Cerro p!ant. The question Ts, was the water the -
Same because the Monsanto sewer surcharged and backed the channel up through the

17 ueeny Rd. culvert which Is not quite plugged, or was Dead Creek so clogged and
hoked with vegetation that It backed up through the culvert. The answer Is not
ulte clear at thls point. The sample results, because of the relatively low COD

and_Suspended Solids, the neutral pH, and the relatlve lack of metals (except Tron)
would seem to exclude the presence of Monsanto wastes In the water. The ‘1ron which
was protabl re5pon51ble for the _color could have come from the abandoned quarry
plt, but at thTs point, even this cannot be confirmed. As conditions permit this

situation will be investlgated further.

Attached Is a copy of a topo showing the area under discussion.
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WETER POLLUTICN CINTROL

LOZAL COMPLAINTS
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